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Detroit to host 2024 NFL Draft Presented by Bud Light  

 MEMPHIS, Tenn. – The Uni-
versity of Memphis football 
team will head to Nashville, 
Tenn. for an open practice on 
Saturday, April 2 at 2:00 p.m. 
The open practice will take place 
at Centennial High School in 
Franklin, Tenn. and will be free 
to attend. 
  Parking for fans will also be 
free around the football stadium 
and gates will open for the prac-
tice at 1:00 p.m. Tailgating is 
permitted, and concession stands 
in the stadium will be open dur-
ing practice.  
 The open practice for the Tigers 
will consist of a scrimmage start-
ing at 2:00 p.m. and concluding 
around 4:00 p.m. 

N.Y., N.Y. - MARCH 28, 2022 – 
The NFL recently announced  
the 2024 NFL Draft presented by 
Bud Light will take place in 
downtown Detroit. The area 
around Campus Martius Park 
and Hart Plaza will serve as the 
event site for the Draft, which 
has become one of the most an-
ticipated sports events of the 
year for the tens of thousands of 
fans who will attend the three-
day event and millions more 
watching and engaging around 
the world.   
 The announcement was made at 
the Annual League Meeting in 
Palm Beach, Florida following a 
review of the proposal by the 
Fan Engagement & Major 
Events Advisory Committee and 
full ownership. 
 "The Draft has become a prom-

 MEMPHIS, Tenn.- Freshman 
catcher Dafne Mercado had quite 
the week for the Tigers, including 
her first collegiate homerun, that 
earned her a spot on the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference Weekly 
Honor, the conference an-

believe they may be ill with 
COVID-19 postpone donation 
until they are symptom free for 
10 days and feeling well and 
healthy.   
  At a time when health infor-
mation has never been more im-
portant, the Red Cross is 
screening all blood, platelet and 
plasma donations from self-iden-
tified African American donors 
for the sickle cell trait. This ad-
ditional screening will provide 
Black donors with an additional 
health insight and help the Red 
Cross identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help pa-
tients with sickle cell disease. 
Blood transfusion is an essential 
treatment for those with sickle 
cell disease, and blood donations 
from individuals of the same 
race, ethnicity and blood type 
have a unique ability to help pa-
tients fighting sickle cell disease.      
  Donors can expect to receive 
antibody testing results and 
sickle cell trait screening results, 

if applicable, within one to two 
weeks through the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App and the online 
donor portal at 
RedCrossBlood.org.    
  
Blood drive safety  
Each Red Cross blood drive and 
donation center follows high 
standards of safety and infection 
control, and additional precau-
tions – including face masks for 
donors and staff, regardless of 
vaccination status – have been 
implemented to help protect the 
health of all those in attendance. 
Donors are asked to schedule an 
appointment prior to arriving at 
the drive.  
  
Save time during donation 
Donors can also save up to 15 
minutes at the blood drive by 
completing a RapidPass. With 
RapidPass, donors complete the 
pre-donation reading and health 
history questionnaire online, on 
the day of donation, from a mo-

Red Cross urges others to save lives by giving blood or platelets  
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bile device or computer. To com-
plete a RapidPass, follow the in-
structions at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass 
or use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App. 
To donate blood, individuals 
need to bring a blood donor card 
or driver’s license or two other 
forms of identification that are 
required at check-in. Individuals 

who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent 
where allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds and are 
in generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 
must meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 
 About the American Red Cross 

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds and provides com-
fort to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40% of the na-
tion's blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; distributes inter-
national humanitarian aid; and 
supports veterans, military 
members and their families. The 
Red Cross is a nonprofit organi-

inent offseason event across the 
country, and we are excited to 
work with the Lions and their 
partners to bring the 2024 NFL 
Draft to the Motor City," said 
NFL Commissioner ROGER 
GOODELL.  "With the help of 

Visit Detroit, the Detroit Sports 
Commission, and the City of De-
troit the Lions passionate fan 
base and all visitors will be 
treated to an incredible three-day 
experience." 
 As part of the event, the NFL 
Draft Experience – the NFL's in-
teractive football theme park – 
will provide fans a free opportu-
nity to take part in participatory 
games, enjoy interactive exhibits, 
musical performances, and auto-
graph sessions, and take pictures 
with the Vince Lombardi Trophy. 
The Draft Experience will be 
open all three days of the event. 
 "Today is a historic day for De-
troit with the announcement that 
the 2024 NFL Draft is coming to 
the Motor City," said CLAUDE 
MOLINARI, Visit Detroit Pres-
ident and CEO. "Visit Detroit is 

looking forward to working with 
our partners in the hospitality 
community to welcome enthusi-
astic football fans from across 
the country who will make our 
city a pigskin pilgrimage stop. 
Hosting the draft is another ex-
citing win for Detroit, and it will 
deliver a powerful economic im-
pact and highlight the vibrancy 
of our region." 
 "As we learn that Detroit has 
been selected to host the 2024 
NFL Draft, today is momentous 
for our city and the Detroit 
Sports Commission," said DAVE 
BEACHNAU, Detroit Sports 
Commission Executive Director. 
"Hosting the NFL Draft in De-
troit promises to be a celebration 
of our community's spirit. It will 
deliver high value for our res-
idents, businesses, and the great 

fans who make Detroit the best 
sports city in America. Our part-
nerships with the Detroit Lions 
and other valued community or-
ganizations helped make this bid 
a reality. Now, the real work be-
gins with our focus on our collec-
tive commitment, contributions, 
and collaboration.  We are stead-
fast to host a tremendous event in 
2024." 
 The NFL Draft has become one 
of the biggest and most-antici-
pated sporting events of the year. 
The 2021 NFL Draft in Cleve-
land was seen by an average au-
dience of 6.1 million viewers 
(TV + Digital) across ABC, 
ESPN, NFL Network, ESPN De-
portes and digital channels for 
the three-day event, making it the 
third most-watched Draft ever.    
 The 2022 NFL Draft presented 

by Bud Light will take place in 
Las Vegas on April 28-30, fol-
lowed by 2023 in Kansas City on 
April 27-29. 
 Fans interested in more infor-
mation on the 2024 NFL Draft in 
Detroit can register at VisitDe-
troit.com/2024NFLDraft. 
 
 In addition, the Detroit Sports 
Commission, in partnership with 
the Detroit Lions, will host a 
free, festive football-themed 
community event for fans of all 
ages on Thursday, April 14 at 
Campus Martius Park to cele-
brate the awarding of the 2024 
NFL Draft to Detroit. More in-
formation on the celebration will 
be announced in the coming 
days.   

As part of the event, the NFL 
Draft Experience – the NFL's 
interactive football theme 
park – will provide fans a free 
opportunity to take part in 
participatory games, enjoy 
interactive exhibits, musical 
performances, and autograph 
sessions, and take pictures 
with the Vince Lombardi Tro-
phy. The Draft Experience 
will be open all three days of 
the event. 

zation that depends on vol-
unteers and the generosity of the 
American public to deliver its 
mission.  
 
 For more information, please 
visit redcross.org or CruzRo-
jaAmericana.org, or visit  on 
Twitter at @RedCross.   

Dafne Mercado named to 
AAC weekly Honor Roll 

nounced on Monday. 
 Mercado, a native of Coppell, 
Texas, went 3-7 from the plate 
with a homerun, her first in a 
Memphis jersey, while driving in 
three runs. Her .429 BA led the 
team this past week as well as 
her three RBI. Behind the plate, 
Mercado caught six runners 
stealing, three of them in a single 
game. 
 
 This is the first AAC Honor Roll 
award for Mercado. 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tiger Softball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Memphis football heads to 
Nashville for open practice 

  Ticket sales representatives for 
Memphis will be on site for fans 
to lock in their seats for the up-
coming 2022 season. Tiger mer-
chandise will also be on sale at 
the open practice. 
 Season tickets for the 2022 Uni-
versity of Memphis football sea-
son are now on sale. Fans 
interested in purchasing season 
tickets can go to 
GoTigersGo.com. If you are a 
current season ticket holder and 
would like to renew your seats 
for the 2022 season, you can vis-
ing the website. 
 
  The Memphis Ticket Office can 
also be reached during business 
hours at (901) 678-2331.  

Dafe Mercado


